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Getting the lead out
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Craig Fuller fl ies 
his Beechcraft 
Bonanza A36 
200 hours a year 
for business and 
pleasure.

PRESIDENT’SPOSITION

1. Supplies of 100LL will remain readily available;
2. The GA community is aligned in the search for a 
fuel without lead;
3. We are embarked on a process that will take a 
number of years, but must and will lead us to an 
alternative fuel formulation.

You should also know that I and others at AOPA 
are fully engaged in this process and that the GA 
community has not chosen to support any specifi c 
solution—and won’t until we know more about all 
the available options.

With a dwindling market for leaded fuel, just one remaining 
provider of the tetraethyl lead used in avgas, and U.S. policy 
calling for the removal of lead from fuels, we have to face the 
fact that 100LL probably won’t be around forever. But coming 
up with an effective, affordable, safe alternative has been no 
walk in the park, even though researchers have investigated 
more than 200 possible fuel formulations.

Members of our technical group here at AOPA liken the 
search for a replacement fuel to a Rubik’s Cube—putting one 
piece of the puzzle where it belongs can knock two or three 
other pieces out of alignment. When it comes to fi nding a 
solution, government, regulators, the GA community, and the 
petroleum industry have to balance complex interconnected 
environmental, economic, and technical issues. Trying to deal 
with each of these issues in isolation is like solving just one 
side of a Rubik’s Cube—it leaves the rest in disarray.

But, as so often happens with complex puzzles, the founda-
tion of the solution is contained in the problem itself. After all, 
if these considerations must be in balance to create a viable 
alternative to leaded fuel, then shouldn’t we bring the people 
who best understand each of these concerns together to strike 
that balance?

What we need is a way to research potential solutions, 
resolve the unknowns, and better understand how each 
potential solution will affect production, distribution, the 
environment, aircraft performance and safety, and the eco-
nomics of aviation. Only when we have those answers will 
we be in a position to make good decisions about potential 
changes to our fuel supply. The ultimate solution must be a 
fuel that we can rely on for decades to come, just as we have 
long relied on avgas.

To help find that way forward, numerous aviation and 
petroleum industry groups have banded together as part of an 

organization called the General Aviation Avgas Coali-
tion and are developing the Future Avgas Strategy 
Transition Plan. In addition to AOPA, the members 
include EAA, GAMA, NATA, and NBAA, as well 
as the American Petroleum Institute and the 
National Petrochemical Refiners Association. 
The members of this group have pledged to work 
together to fi nd solutions that will keep the general 
aviation fl eet in the air while being affordable, safe, 
and environmentally sound. 

Together, we will evaluate the body of research 
that has been conducted over the past 20 years, as 
well as new work now being performed, to fi nd the 
best possible solution. We are committed to working 
with the rest of the aviation industry as well as EPA, 
FAA, and other agencies to make sure we continue 
to have an adequate supply of avgas in the short 
term and the best possible solution in the long term.

And we are not the only ones collaborating on 
this issue. Aircraft owners who fl y high-performance airplanes 
that truly need the extra boost provided by leaded fuel are 
organizing to represent their interests, as well. These aircraft 
represent about 30 percent of the GA fl eet, but they burn some 
70 percent of the avgas used each year.

Recent action by the EPA has made the effort to fi nd an 
alternative to leaded fuel more urgent than ever. A new 
advance notice of proposed rulemaking sets out the agency’s 
intent to investigate leaded fuel used in general aviation. This 
action is intended to provide the EPA with enough information 
to move to the next step—proposing regulation to reduce lead 
emissions and implement a transition process. 

We will respond in detail and have asked for more time to 
gather information. An extension was agreed to and now the 
GA community is preparing comments for the EPA. 

We are also asking Congress to approve an administra-
tion request for an additional $2 million within the FAA’s 
2011 research and development budget—money specifi cally 
intended to support the development of an alternative to 
leaded avgas.

For now, avgas continues to be widely available, and 
we are working hard to make sure it stays that way until 
the right solution can be found and implemented. So, while we 
are very busy behind the scenes on this issue, don’t expect 
to see any immediate changes. It’s still far too early to 
decide how to replace leaded avgas. Together with our 
partners in government, science, and industry, I do believe 
we can fi nd a workable solution. And, rest assured, AOPA will 
make certain everyone concerned takes the needs of the entire 
general aviation community into account at every step along 
the way. 

E-mail AOPA President Craig Fuller at craig@aopa.org.

My column this month 

focuses on avgas, and if 

you read nothing else, you 

need to know that I believe:

1008p_president_04.indd   41008p_president_04.indd   4 7/1/10   4:48 PM7/1/10   4:48 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX3:2002
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [6192.000 2448.000]
>> setpagedevice


