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The Honorable {Your Congressperson}

{Your Congressman’s Address, Email or FAX}

Dear {Sir or Madam},

I reside in your Congressional district and own a private aircraft which I use {recreationally and/or for my business activities}.  I am writing to ask you to support an FAA reauthorization bill which includes multi-year funding for alternative aviation gasoline (avgas) fuels research and certification.  The general aviation (GA) economy is already experiencing decline from inattention to the avgas issue. It could utterly collapse if timely action is not taken. 
My airplane, like nearly all piston engine powered aircraft, is certified to operate on a specialized aviation fuel known as 100 Low Lead (100LL).  It is certified to operate on nothing else and no other fuel is available.  However, due to EPA action on lead, 100LL is destined for the scrap heap in the not-too-distant future because it contains a lead-based additive, the use of which enables the fuel to reach its required 100 octane rating. I am not opposed to removing lead from the fuel.  However, I am very concerned that the FAA, which has ultimate responsibility for air safety, has neither the mandate nor the resources to adequately lead a transition to an environmentally improved 100LL replacement fuel for GA.  This situation can be remedied if three things occur:

1. Strong coordination between EPA and FAA to ensure that 100LL remains available until a replacement fuel is available to end users,

2. Passage of the referenced FAA reauthorization bill, including the mandate and funding required to lead the industry transition to an unleaded replacement fuel for 100LL, and

3. Support of the FAA “NextGen – Alternative Fuels for General Aviation” program (Budget Item A11.m) not only for the current FY2011 $2M, but the remainder of the FY2012-FY2015 out-year budgets.

Failure to act on these initiatives will devastate general aviation.  Here’s why – the size and health of the GA economy directly correlates with piston engine fuel sales volume.  And 70% of the piston aviation fuel is consumed by those engines which must have 100LL fuel to operate.  If you lose fuel sales for these engines, you also lose the GA economy.  It’s as simple as that.  
And remember, the GA economy includes not just personal airplanes, but air charter, air ambulance, freight hauler, law enforcement and news gathering aircraft. 

Without a timely 100LL equivalent replacement fuel these aircraft will be grounded and we face catastrophe. 

General aviation needs a remedy now.  It needs the FAA to assert its leadership role in the discovery and certification of a replacement fuel.  This leadership must be in the form of a process which encourages private sector innovation.  The good news – candidate fuels are in early-stage development from small entrepreneurial firms {not the refiners - market is too small}. Unfortunately, the FAA lacks the resources to create an environment wherein sufficient testing can take place to assure that these fuels will perform as required and are economically viable. Without the FAA’s leadership, these developers cannot obtain the risk capital to proceed.  And they, and we, are stuck!
The reauthorization bill, now held up for the 15th time, contains language to enable the FAA to exert its leadership.  This language and the related funding are needed if we are to avoid the catastrophe I’ve described.  

Let me reemphasize – bill passage needs to occur with haste.  The general aviation community is becoming acutely aware of the avgas problem.  Early adverse consequences are already being reported in the form of postponed engine overhauls, postponed equipment upgrades, and cancelled aircraft purchases, both new and used.  As industry awareness grows, so will the adverse impacts.  We need a solution right now – market attrition is underway. A solution in five or ten years could very easily be directed toward a vastly reduced community, or perhaps an empty one.  

In summary, I ask you to:

· Actively support the FAA reauthorization bill, with the avgas research funding in place, for passage at the earliest possible moment and

· Actively support FAA Budget Line Item A11.m “NextGen – Alternative Fuels for General Aviation”.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

{signature}

{Your name and “N” number}  
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