{Your Name}

{Address Line 1}

{Address Line 2}

{Date}

{Your Congressperson’s or Senator’s Name}
{Address Line 1}

{Address Line 2}
Dear {Sir or Madam}:

I reside in your district, and own a private aircraft that I use for personal travel and business.  I ask you to support an FAA reauthorization bill which includes multi-year funding for alternative aviation gasoline (avgas) fuels research and certification.  The general aviation (GA) economy is already experiencing decline from inattention to the avgas issue.

Almost all piston engine powered aircraft are certified to operate on a specialized aviation fuel known as 100 Low Lead (100LL). No other fuel is available.  EPA has mandated the removal of lead from avgas.  I support removing lead from the fuel.  The FAA has neither the mandate nor the resources to adequately lead a transition to an environmentally approved replacement fuel.  The size and health of the GA economy directly correlates with piston engine fuel sales volume.  70% of the piston aviation fuel is consumed by those engines which must have 100 octane fuel.  

General aviation needs the FAA to assert its leadership role in the discovery and certification of a replacement fuel but it lacks the necessary resources.  Candidate fuels are in early-stage development from small entrepreneurial firms {not the refiners – the market is too small}.

The reauthorization bill, now held up for the 15th time, contains language to enable the FAA to exert its leadership.  This language and the related funding are needed if we are to avoid the grounding of the piston engine fleet (includes air ambulance, charter, law enforcement, many small business flights).  

I ask you to:

· Actively support the FAA reauthorization bill, with the avgas research funding in place, for passage at the earliest possible moment and

· Actively support FAA Budget Line Item A11.m “NextGen – Alternative Fuels for General Aviation”.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

 

Name

Address
Aircraft Type and Registration
